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Wiltshire Council 
 
Cabinet 
 
16 December 2014 
 

 
Subject:  Wiltshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 

 
Cabinet Member:  Councillor Jonathan Seed – Campuses, Area Boards, 

Libraries, Leisure and Flooding 
 
Key Decision: No  

 

 
Executive Summary 
 
Flooding is a serious issue in Wiltshire, with extensive flooding in the north of the 
county taking place in 2007 and 2008, and more recently across the whole county in 
2014, when over 500 properties were affected. 
 
Wiltshire Council is the Lead Local Flood Authority for the county and has prepared a 
Local Flood Risk Management Strategy to describe its approach to flooding and how it 
will work with other organisations. 
 
Wiltshire Council’s Local Flood Risk Strategy seeks to: 
 

• Improve knowledge regarding flood risk 

• Improve protection from flooding 

• Improve resilience to flooding 

• Improve the environment 

• Improve communications about flooding issues 
 
Wiltshire Council cannot deliver the objectives of the local strategy without the 
assistance of others. The Council works with other risk management authorities, 
especially the Environment Agency and water companies, local town and parish 
councils, community groups, other local authorities and residents and communities that 
are affected by flooding. 
 
The Council is carrying out a public consultation on its proposed Local Flood Risk 
Management Strategy.  
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Proposal 
 
Cabinet is requested to:  
 
(i) note that consultation is being undertaken on the proposed Wiltshire Local 

Flood Risk Management Strategy and  
 
(ii) consider the proposed Local Flood Risk Management Strategy, and delegate 

final approval of the Strategy to Cllr Jonathon Seed, Cabinet Member for 
Communities, Campuses, Area Boards, Leisure, Libraries and Flooding, 
following consideration of the response to the current consultations.  

  
  
 

 
 

 
Reason for Proposal 
 
There is a need to adopt a Local Flood Risk Management Strategy, and a public 
consultation is being undertaken as part of the development process. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Dr Carlton Brand 
Corporate Director 
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Wiltshire Council 
 
Cabinet 
 
16 December 2014 
 

 
Subject:  Wiltshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 

 
Cabinet Member:  Councillor Jonathan Seed – Campuses, Area Boards, 

Libraries, Leisure and Flooding 
 
Key Decision: No 
 

 
Purpose of Report 
 
1. To consider the proposed Wiltshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy and 

delegate final approval of the Strategy to Cllr Jonathon Seed, Cabinet Member 
for Communities, Campuses, Area Boards, Leisure, Libraries and Flooding, 
following consideration of the response to the current consultations.  

 
Relevance to the Council’s Business Plan 
 
2. The overall aim of the response strategy is to support the Wiltshire Council 

Business Plan vision to create stronger and more resilient communities. The 
suggested improvements meet the Business Plan outcomes of: 

 

• People work together, solve problems locally and participate in decisions 
that affect them, and 

• People feel safe and are as protected as possible from harm. 
 
Background 
 
3. The Flood and Water Management Act 2010 requires Wiltshire Council to 

develop a Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (LFRMS). The Council is 
responsible for maintaining, applying and monitoring the strategy, and ensuring 
that it is consistent with the National Flood and Coastal Risk Management 
Strategy. 

 
4. Wiltshire experienced severe flooding between December 2013 and March 

2014, with over 500 properties flooded and a number of roads having to be 
closed to traffic. Many communities in Wiltshire were also affected by the 
flooding in 2007 and in 2008. Many communities in Wiltshire have experienced 
at first hand the damage, distress and disruption that flooding can cause. 
 

5. Flood risk within Wiltshire is often a complex interaction between river, surface, 
ground water and sewer flooding, and the local geology is a significant factor. 
The northern part of the county is predominately underlain by clay, with flooding 
generally caused by river or excessive surface water runoff. The south of the 
county is characterised by underlying chalk deposits, with potential risk of 
ground water flooding in many areas. 
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6. The risk of flooding is increasing due to pressures in urban environments, and 
with climate change more severe rainfall events are predicted. These will create 
additional challenges for communities and have implications for new 
developments. 

 

7. The Council’s Strategic Flood Risk Management Group is chaired by a Cabinet 
Member portfolio holder, Councillor Seed, who works closely with the Chairs of 
the three Operational Flood Working Groups, currently chaired by Councillors 
Hewitt and Jacobs. 

  

8. The Operational Flood Working Groups cover the north and south of the county, 
based broadly on river catchment areas, with a separate group for Salisbury, 
and usually meet every two months. The meetings are generally attended by 
representatives from the Environment Agency, Wessex Water, Thames Water, 
Highways Agency, Wiltshire Fire and Rescue, Canal and Waterways Trust and 
other organisations having an interest in flooding and drainage matters, 
including town and parish councils. 

 

9. The Council has a significant budget for drainage improvement and flood 
alleviation of works, and bids for additional funding as opportunities arise to help 
in implementing its strategy. 

 
Main Considerations for the Council 

 
10. The LFRMS is included as Appendix 1 of this report and explains: 
 

• The roles and responsibilities of Wiltshire Council as a Risk Management 
Authority and its management functions. 

• How the Council works with neighbouring authorities and others 

• The objectives for managing local flood risk 

• The measures proposed to meet these objectives 

• How technically and financially and when these measures will be 
implemented. 

• How we will develop, maintain, apply and monitor our LFRMS 
 

11. The aim of the strategy is to work with stakeholders, local communities and 
organisations responsible for managing flood risk to enable a better 
understanding of flood risk and thereby reduce the risk of flooding within the 
county where it is technically, environmentally, socially and cost-effective to do 
so. 

 
12. It is proposed to adopt the following objectives to: 
 

• Improve knowledge regarding flood risk 

• Improve protection from flooding 

• Improve resilience to flooding 

• Improve the environment 

• Improve communications about flooding issues 
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13. The Local Flood Risk Management Strategy describes responsibilities with 
regard to flood risk, the types of flood risk and how flood risk is managed in 
Wiltshire. Self help by affected residents and communities is a major thrust of 
the strategy.  Local communities are encouraged to prepare Flood Plans and 
appoint Flood Wardens, and residents are encouraged to take measures to 
protect their property and reduce the potential effects of flooding. 

 
Consultation 
 

14. The Council is seeking the views of the public, local councils, other organisations 
and the public regarding the proposed strategy. The public and others will be 
invited to comment in writing or through the Council’s website and an invitation 
to comment will be included in the Parish Newsletter. 

 
15. The document has already been discussed informally with the Environment 

Agency, and will be circulated to adjoining authorities and other organisations. 
 

16. The draft document was considered by the Environment Select Committee at its 
meeting on 28 October and comments about emphasising the responsibilities of 
property and landowners have been incorporated in the document. 
 

17. The results of the consultation will be considered by Cllr Jonathon Seed, Cabinet 
Member for Communities, Campuses, Area Boards, Leisure, Libraries and 
Flooding.  

 

Safeguarding Implications 
 

18. Does not apply. 
 
Public Health Implications 
 
19. Flooding can have serious health implications, not only from the risk of injury and 

drowning, but also from pollution when sewers and industrial sites are affected. 
Having a strategy to reduce the impact of flooding is important to help protect our 
communities. The stress caused to those affected by flooding, and the 
disturbance and disruption should not be under estimated. 

 
20. Flooding also has implications for road safety, especially with regard to standing 

water on high speed roads. 
 
Environmental and Climate Change Considerations 
 
21. The projections for future climate change are that it is likely that winters will 

become significantly wetter and extreme winter precipitation will increase. In 
summer there is likely to be less overall rainfall but intense heavy downpours 
are anticipated. As the main cause of surface water flooding is this storm rainfall, 
there is likely to be an increased risk of river and surface water flooding, but there 
is also likely to be an increase in groundwater flooding. 

 
22. The proposed Wiltshire LFRMS takes the implications of climate change into 

account in Appendix 1 of that document. 
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Equalities Impact of the Proposal 
 
23. No significant factors have been identified. 
 
Risk Assessment 
 

24. Since flooding is a serious issue for Wiltshire there is a reputational risk in not 
developing the strategy and being seen to have a clear approach to how we 
tackle the issues and are pro-active in our flood management across the county 
recognising the increasing risk posed by predicted wetter weather. 

 
Risks that may arise if the proposed decision and related work is not taken 
 
25. There are no decisions required at this time, and no significant risks associated 

with the development of the strategy at this stage. 
 
Risks that may arise if the proposed decision is taken and actions that will be 
taken to manage these risks 
 
26. There are no significant risks associated with the development of the strategy at 

this stage. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
27. There are no direct financial implications in connection with the strategy at this 

stage. However, it is important that a strategy is developed to support funding 
bids from DEFRA and other funding sources in the future. 

 
Legal Implications 
 
28. Preparing a Local Flood Risk Management Strategy is a requirement of the Flood 

and Water Management Act. 
 
Options Considered 
 
29. It is a legal requirement for the Council to prepare a Flood Risk Management 

Strategy, and the current document for consultation has been prepared on that 
basis. Not preparing a strategy was not an option. 

 
Conclusions 
 
30. There is a need to adopt a Local Flood Risk Management Strategy, and a public 

consultation is being undertaken as part of the development process. 
 
Parvis Khansari 
Associate Director Highways and Transport 
 
Report Author: 
Peter Binley 
Head of Highways Asset Management 
Tel No. 01225-713412 
Date of Report: 7 November 2014 
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The following unpublished documents have been relied on in the preparation of 
this Report: 
 
 None  
 
Appendices: 
  
 Appendix 1 – Wiltshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 


